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Mi Respuesta
Notes for the Director

Mi Respuesta (in English, “My Response”) is based on the changes of a well-known jazz standard
(which I'm sure you know!) The melody is stated by flute, bari sax, trumpet, and vibes. Solos are for
congas, trombone, and trumpet (see note below).

There are several times when piano or vibes have “freely, out of time” sections, The idea here is to
create a floating, ethereal effect.

Make sure that the trumpet tremolos in mm. 6-7 start and end on the beats indicated.

There are some rhythmic shenanigans starting at m. 93. The idea is that the 2 trumpets (3 & 4)
always remain in sync with each other. But—they should start the pattern slowly, and gradually speed
up until the resolution at m. 105. Same story for Trumpets | & 2 at m. 97. Also at m. 97, Tenor |
should play the notes given, holding each as long as it feels right, pausing in between each. Take your
time! The sequence can be repeated as needed starting at m. 101. The idea is to create this
“bubbling” effect behind the soloist. Woodwinds at m. 105: don’t play these rhythms 100% accurately.
Gradually speed up into the written trill. Everybody: make sure the downbeat at m. 105 feels like a
natural conclusion to the goings-on, not like “oh-oh, here comes the chord...”

Make a nice crescendo into the key change/recap at m. 129. This get kind of huge at |54...saxes,
don’t get buried.

Instrumentation notes: The flute part is optional, and usually contained within the Alto |/Flute
part. The Vibes part (also optional) adds some nice textures, but if your group has only one
percussionist you may opt for the conga part instead. Trumpet 5 includes melody and solo parts;
omit the Trumpet 4 part if your group has only four trumpets.

Solo notes: The bone solo (mm. 38-65) could be taken by bari sax or the (separate) flute. The
conga solo (mm. 65-81) could be played by alto | (on flute or alto) or tenor |. The trumpet solo at
81 should start out with shorter, floaty ideas, leaving lots of space. Each 8 bar phrase should build to
the next. The rhythmic groove is definitely established at the 4 bar vamp at m. 105. It should really be
soaring at m. | 13.

Rhythm section notes: Sample chord voicings are included in the piano part—feel free to use
these or not. Comp when long note values are given. “As written” parts are indicated. The bass part
should be played pretty much as written also, but changes are provided for the adventurous. ©
Guitar comping should be rhythmically repetitive—find a way to lock in to the rhythm section and
enjoy it.

| hope you and your band enjoy the chart!

Mike Dana
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