
Quality Mode Alteration Chord type and function

Major

Lydian ♯4
Any major chord; ♯11 or ♭5 implied.

Non-tonic major chords

Ionian all ♮
Any major chord, no alterations.

Tonic major; major tonal centers.

Dominant Mixolydian ♭7
Dominant 7, 9, 11, 13, dom. sus chords.

"Vanilla" (unaltered) dominant; least tension.

Minor

Dorian ♭3 ♭7
Minor: mi7, mi9, mi11, mi13, mi6, mi6/9.

The "go-to" minor mode; ii (in a ii - V - I); "unattached" mi7 chords.

Aeolian ♭3 ♭6 ♭7
Tonic minor, minor tonal center, minor blues.

mi7, mi9, mi11, mi7(♭6) [aka (♭13) or ♯5]. NO 6 or 13!

Phrygian  ♭2 ♭3 ♭6 ♭7
Minor: mi7, mi11, mi7(♭6) [aka (♭13) or ♯5]. NO 9, 6 or 13!

iii chords; in a iii - IV

Locrian  ♭2 ♭3 ♭5 ♭6 ♭7
half-diminished or mi7(♭5).

ii (in a minor ii - V - i.)

A New View
of the Modes 

Things to keep in mind for each mode:

• The quality (is it major, minor, or dominant? Look at the 3rd and 7th,)
• What are the alterations to the major scale?
• What type of chord does it work with?
• What chord function does it work with?
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New View of the Modes:
Overview

Mike Dana

Notice how, as we move from the brightest (Lydian) to the darkest (Locrian), we subtract a sharpflat and start adding flats? 
Where have you seen this before? (Hint: follow the circle...)

Here are the modes of the major scale, all beginning on C, showing which alterations to C major have been applied.


